Beta Chapter of Alpha Chi Sigma

Beta Ray
Dear Brothers,
It has been a jam-packed year full of service, brotherhood, and cheer!
To promote the chemical sciences, AXS members planned and led numerous events and hosted demos
for youth groups, the university, industries, and the public. Group study hours and hosting a chemistry forum
with faculty were among the most popular ways brothers promoted scholarship and chemistry success within
the chapter.
The bonds of Alpha Chi Sigma are not only chemical in nature; this year we focused heavily on creating
a tight-knit community of members that, although there are many diverse interests, are connected by their
enthusiasm for chemistry. One of the most popular social events this year were half-priced appetizers at
Applebee’s. Both pledges and members would gather every one to two weeks to eat some discounted food and
take a break from their studies. This fall the chapter also implemented a system dubbed “bro bonding.” Every
month members would get paired with another brother and they would get together sometime that month to get
to know brother better in a more personal fashion one on one.
In the Fall, the chapter started with 20 brothers. The Fall 2017 Rush was spread out over two weeks to
try and increase event participation. Four pledges were initiated into the fraternity for Fall semester while five
pledges were initiated for the Spring semester. 7 brothers also graduated this school year and are now off
pursuing a career in industry or will be attending graduate school.
Overall it was a successful year and we are looking forward to this next school year!
Yours in the double bond,
Beta Chapter of Alpha Chi Sigma

Some Updates
●

The AXS Beta website has been updated, give it a
look at: https://www.axsbeta.org/

●

A colony in Kentington University of Flint Michigan
petitioned to form a college chapter

●

Passed a comprehensive update of the chapter
bylaws

●

Work has been done on updating the chapter
family tree

●

A colony on UC Irvine petitioned to form a college
chapter on campus

●

Initiated nine members over the year

Outreach
Green Chemistry at the Minnesota State Fair
Cassandra Yee
On Friday, August 25th, 2017 Brother Kub envisioned a way, “to showcase
and inform people about green chemistry and its impacts on business in
terms of practices and products, as well as ways for the average person
to implement it.” Representing the College of Science and Engineering at
the Minnesota State Fair, Packing Peanuts, Vegetable Oil Transformation
and the Blue Bottle Comparison experiments provided fairgoers examples
of chemistry in their everyday lives. Volunteering at the State Fair is a
tradition for beta chapter, and several former members were pleased to
see the current Beta chapter there. By representing the College of Science
and Engineering, Beta chapter can showcase chemistry’s profound
applications to a new generation, form long lasting bonds through
tradition, and have a presence in the community. The Beta chapter will be
at the State Fair again
this
summer
on
August 26th.
Tech Fest
Sarah Lardy
On February 24th, the Beta Brothers participated once again in Tech Fest,
held by the Works Museum in Bloomington. Tech Fest is an annual event at
which numerous science and technology-related groups put on displays to
teach kids about science! We love going to tech fest because it’s a great day
full of hands-on demos. This year, we brought liquid nitrogen light bulb,
elephant’s toothpaste, colored flames, and color changing acid-base
reactions. The event was a huge success, with lots of people stopping by
our table to learn some of our favorite reactions! This was my third time
attending tech fest, and every year there is always something different and
fun about the event. This year, my highlight was smashing a clementine
frozen by the liquid nitrogen, as the little pieces flew everywhere to the
delight of the kids! This is one event I hope the Beta chapter participates in
for years to come, as we can get our name out there and the community
seems to love it.

Outreach
Boy Scout STEM Merit Badge Fair 2018
Ethan Kub
This year AXS once again held our annual merit badge fair for
boy scouts. We teamed up with the professional engineering
fraternity, Theta Tau, and the honors engineering social fraternity, Tau
Beta Pi. In total we offered five merit badges: chemistry, nuclear
science, engineering, soil and water conservation, and geology. The
Beta chapter lead the chemistry and nuclear science merit badges,
Theta Tau lead engineering and soil and water conservation, and Tau
Beta Pi lead geology. We had 130 boy scouts sign up for this event
and 122 showed up along with a couple dozen parents. This is about
30 more boy scouts than we had last year. As in the past, we had two
demo shows; one in the morning and one in the afternoon. Each
demo show contained four exciting demos such as elephant’s
toothpaste and liquid nitrogen light bulb. We tried to do a hydrogen
balloon, but we had an issue keeping the hydrogen in the balloon with
what we had! We will be improving that for next year.
We tried something new this year for dessert. The scouts had their usual
meal of a subway sandwich, chips, and a cookie. We decided to surprise them
with liquid nitrogen ice cream for dessert. The
scouts loved it and it was a lot of fun, but it was
more work than expected and we are looking at
ways to implement it for next year
I taught the chemistry merit badge this year. It
was the most attended merit badge with a total
of 71 kids. The merit badge was fun to teach and
I supplied some additional chemistry information
that was not a part of the merit badge because
the scouts seemed interested. All the other
sessions said they enjoyed the session with
engineering in particular being very popular with
the scouts. All in all, everyone had a good time at
this event and we look forward to having it again
next year.

Pledge Experiences
All Alpha Chi Sigma members and alumni were pledges at one point. Here two of our newest members reflect on their
experiences of the pledging process.

The Day The Weather Challenged Us

A Party to Remember

Emily Brandt

Mackenzie Yeiter

It was time. Saturday April 14th was the last official pledge meeting of
the semester before Initiation. According to the historical average, the
temperature should have been a warm 57º F, but not in 2018. In reality,
we were in the middle of a storm that set the record for the largest April
snowstorm. In true Minnesotan fashion, the university stayed just as busy
as if the weather outside was perfect, which meant the buses were still
running. It was the last meeting before Initiation, so another pledge,
Mackenzie, and I made our way through the blinding snowfall.
The bus was the easiest way to move around campus, but that didn’t
deter others from making their own way through the snow. For instance,
one man was trying to drive down the street on his moped, but the snow
was too deep. He could only waddle with the useless scooter as he lead
the way in front of the bus.
After we were dropped off, still a couple of blocks away from the
House, I quickly realized how stupid it was of me bring my winter boots
home over spring break. The sidewalks hadn’t been shoveled, so the
snow engulfed my legs up to my knees while my converse shoes did
nothing to protect my feet from the cold. We had to climb over
mountains of snow left over from the snow plows.
We eventually made it to the House unharmed, ready to take the last
quiz and work on our axes. The snow kept falling outside, but we could
ignore it in favor of hanging out as a group while working together on
our individual projects.
We tried to procrastinate leaving the House for as long as possible.
The snowfall was not slowing down, and to make it even better, the sun
had set. This time, I was joined by two other pledges as we made our way
back to the main part of campus. The bus was late and wouldn’t arrive
for another 20 minutes, so we decided to suck it up and trek back to West
Bank. Even in the frozen wasteland which was the city at that point in
time, we didn’t let the cold ruin our mood.
So, instead of being depressed at the weather, we burst out into “I’ve
Been Working On The Railroad”. None of us could be considered vocal
maestros, but that didn’t limit our performance at all. Honestly, that was
an amazing bonding experience. We were united in our hatred for the
weather-which almost did more than our love for chemistry.
Saturday April 14th: the last official pledge meeting, the
record-breaking snowstorm, and the day that bound pledges like a
carbon-carbon bond.

When I first started classes here at the University of Minnesota, I
never imagined that I would join a fraternity. In my mind, all fraternities
did was party and drink until the sun came up. However, I quickly
realized that Alpha Chi Sigma was much different. I remember sitting in
the room with the other pledges after induction, learning all about what
we had to do to become members.Out of all of the tasks that we were
required to complete, planning a party was probably one of the most
daunting. I had never really planned any parties before, much less
planned a party with four other people.
It wasn’t until about two weeks before the party that any of us sat
down for an official meeting. Getting to finally sit down and talk with the
other pledge members in a space other than our pledge meetings was
both refreshing and exciting. It was during this meeting that I felt like we
really bonded as a pledge class and as future brothers. We had lots of fun
making a Kahoot quiz, planning activities and food, and even attempting
the Charleston. It was easy to see that everyone really cared about seeing
this party succeed.
Before we knew it, it was the day before the party. One of the other
pledges, Emily, declared that she was going to go shopping for some
last-minute supplies and I offered to go with her to help out. It was then
that our dedication to the party was put to the test. We experienced a
variety of obstacles including a much longer than expected route to the
store, bitterly cold wind, and a very angry, very frightening man.
Eventually we made it back to our residence hall, exhausted and a bit
shaken up, but very excited for the party the next night.
The next day, Emily and I left the hall earlier than usual in order to
set up and prepare for the party. When we arrived at the house, we set up
a few supplies before another one of the other pledges arrived to help us
out. Once the pizza had arrived and everything was properly set up, the
festivities began. Throughout the night, everyone shared a lot of laughs,
and occasionally a few weird personal stories, and we ended up all
getting closer to one another as a result. At the end of the night, us
pledges were able to write the party off as a success with everyone
seeming to have enjoyed themselves. On the bus ride back to our
residence hall, Emily and I shared our favorite moments from the night
and recalled the most hilarious parts of the evening. Overall, we agreed
that we would look upon this memory fondly and that we would see it as
a chance to learn more about what being a brother meant.

Brotherhood
Alumni Gala: A Night Among The Stars
Cassandra Yee

along the way. Then, they came face to face with the Devos
School, a team of PSEO high-schoolers. Here, AXS tasted defeat
for the first time by a mere 20 points and it was painful. Luckily
for our heroes, the quiz bowl was double elimination and after a
great fight they won the losers bracket, clawing their way back
to the championship. AXS would battle it out with the Devos’
again. This time AXS crushed them not once but twice and at
9:30pm that night they took home the gold! And $100 gift cards
to the bookstore.

On
Saturday,
February 24th,
2018, around 45
brothers, old and
new,
came
together for the
first ever alumni
gala, A Night
Among
the
Stars. The event
fostered
connections
between
brothers who had recently joined the Beta Chapter along with
members who had been involved with the chapter for many
years. The night began roaming around the Weisman Art
Museum, followed by dinner catered by Kafe 421. A harpist
graced the evening with music. There were three speakers,
Brother Swans on, who painted a picture of the history of our
chapter, Brother Lardy, who touched on outreach and
brotherhood to other chapters, and Brother Buhl, who
highlighted the current chapter’s accomplishments and future
endeavors. As an opportunity to join members and the alumni
board, the night looked to the future with a planned optimism.
Hopefully, there will be more opportunities for alumni and active When asked about their victory the brothers had this to say:
members to reconnect and mix at galas in the future.
“My main contribution to the team was knowing who Levar
Burton was and the knowing where fingerprint classification
CSE Quiz Bowl
was created.” – Lindsay Buhl
Lindsay Buhl
At 1:00pm on April 8th Brothers Merrick, Ethan, Josh and
Lindsay tightened their gloves and squared up with the Bailey
Ballers, their first opponents in the 2018 CSE Science Quiz
Bowl. Afterward, the team decided that they really hadn’t
needed to go quite so hard on the freshman team, but hindsight
is 20/20. Channeling the power of Alpha Chi Sigma (and
through all the knowledge that Merrick has acquired) the four
soon made it to the semi-finals, crushing teams left and right

“I got carried harder than a joey [Kangaroo].” – Ethan Kub
“The high schoolers were vastly better than every other quiz
bowl team.” – Merrick Pierson-Smela
“I almost answered a question.”– Joshua Justison

The Past Year in AX𝚺
●

●

September
○

11th – Sept 22nd Fall Rush

○

17th Passed Comprehensive Bylaws revisions

October
○

1st Fall Induction

○

6th Painted on
Washington St. Bridge

○

7th Highway cleanup on
35E

○

14th Super Science
Saturday at 3M

●

●

November
○

4th Brotherhood Retreat

○

11th Pledge Party

○

12th Alcohol and Consent Awareness Training

○

20th Chemistry Forum with Kenneth Leopold

December
○

3rd Ritual Retreat

○

8-9th initiation

The Past Year in AX𝚺
●

●

January
○

9th Ski Trip to Trollhaugen

○

29th- Feb 2nd  Spring Rush

February
○

16th Chili cook-off

○

18th Spring induction

○

24th Tech Fest

○

24th Alumni Gala: A
 Night Among
the Stars

●

March
○

●

●

24th Boy Scouts STEM Merit Badge

April
○

7th Pledge Party

○

8th CSE Quiz Bowl

○

9th Liquid Nitrogen Ice Cream For CSE Week

○

15th Ritual Retreat

○

27th-28th Initiation

May
○

12th Formal at Guthrie Theater

○

14th Feed My Starving Children Volunteer Event

Welcome New Brothers
Beta Chapter Pledge Class of Fall 2017
Name

Year

Major

Charles Schumacker

Sophomore

Chemical Engineering

Ying Xin Chen

Sophomore

Chemical Engineering

Ziting Eunice Cheah

Sophomore

Material Sciences

Sydney King

Freshman

Biochemistry

Beta Chapter Pledge Class of Spring 2018
Name

Year

Major

Mackenzie Yeiter

Freshman

Biochemistry

Chris Sanchez

Freshman

Chemical Engineering

Emily Brandt

Freshman

Chemical Engineering

Mohammed Alshebber

Sophomore

Chemical Engineering

Shu Yee Lau

Sophomore

Chemical Engineering

